1923: A YEAR OF PROGRESS
four hours everv effort to evade the issue, His Majesty
yielded and signed the document which Allenby had
presented to him. Two days later the Prime Minister,
essim Pasha, realizing that the King's version of the
Constitution was not likely to go through unchallenged,
handed in his resignation, and was roundly upbraided as
a coward by his royal master.
There followed a five weeks' interregnum. At first it
seemed that Adly would form a Ministry. But he made
the suspension of martial law a condition of taking office}
and a series of bomb outrages against British soldiers
made it obvious that martial law could not be removed
at once. Adly, unwilling as usual to face difficulties and
unpopularity, declined his task. It was left to a com-
paratively unregarded man, Ibrahim l&hia Pasha, to
undertake what seemed the unprofitable post of Prime
Minister. He lacked the ability of Sarwat and the
prestige of Adly, but he wras honest and patriotic and
had more than a common measure of courage and deter-
mination.
He took office in the middle of March and a month
later had succeeded in getting the new Constitution
promulgated in its original form. That month had seen
a continuous struggle between Minister and King, a
struggle in which Allenby played a considerable part.
During Nessinr s Ministry the King had caused the draft
Constitution to be altered in a number of ways so as
to enhance his power and privileges. It soon became
obvious that the new Prime Minister would be powerless,
unaided, to restore the original text. Allenby determined
to use his influence on the side of the people. In an
official report he described his action as follows:
At the time of the incident in connexion with the Sudan
clauses it did not seem to me either necessary or desirable
to interest myself in the other provisions of the Consti-
tution. When, however, it became clear that, in the face of
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